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aboutr with an unquestioning familiarity
which does not comport understanding. To
keep traditional sentiments in this way
insulated and uncriticised is itself a sign of
youth. A good young man is naturqjly
conservative and loyal on all those subjects
which his experience has not brought to a
test; advanced opinions on politics, mar-
riage, or literature are comparatively rare
in America; they are left for the ladies to
discuss, and usually to condemn, while the
men get on with their work. In spite of
what is old-fashioned in his more general
ideas, the American is unmistakably young;
and this, I should say, for two reasons : one,
that he is chiefly occupied with his immediate
environment, and the other, that his re-
actions upon it are inwardly prompted,
spontaneous, and full of vivacity and self-
trust. His views are not yet lengthened;
his will is not yet broken or transformed.
The present moment, however, in this, as
in other things, may mark a great change in
him ; he is perhaps now reaching his majority,
and all I say may hardly apply to-day, and
may not apply at all to-morrow. I speak
of him as I have known him ; and whatever